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Issue No. 46

Fall 2009

Friends Funds Southeast Asia Collection Acquisitions
Generous support from the Friends of the NIU Libraries, a funding
of $5,000, enabled the Southeast Asia Collection to acquire a number
of valuable library materials for the teaching, studying, and research
of the faculty and students of Southeast Asian Studies at NIU for the
fiscal year of 2008-2009.
In the summer of 2008, I made a business trip for the Southeast
Asia Digital Library project to Thailand, Malaysia, and Vietnam.
While there, I used $2,000 from the Friends’ fund to purchase library
materials for the Southeast Asia Collection. By the end of the trip, I acquired over 270 titles for the collection,
among them were CDs on Thai traditional music, Malaysia legal publications, and Vietnamese rare books. The
rest of the materials were scholarly publications in English available only in Southeast Asian countries. The
English materials are particularly useful to the undergraduate students of Southeast Asian studies at NIU.
The remainder of the funding ($3,000) was later used to order 35 books through the acquisitions system of the
NIU Libraries. Several of the books cost over a hundred dollars for each title, a price which would have been
difficult for the collection to afford without the special funding provided by the Friends of the NIU Libraries.
In all, the funding of $5,000 from the Friends of the NIU Libraries added over 300 volumes of library materials
to the Southeast Asia Collections, including CDs and books in English as well as in the vernacular languages.
Given the limited budget of the Southeast Asia Collection and the growing need for library materials from to
the strong Southeast Asia Studies program at NIU, special funding such as that from the Friends of the NIU
Libraries has helped the Southeast Asia Collection continue to function effectively and maintain its position as a
top collection of its kind in the country.
We are grateful for the support from the Friends of the NIU Libraries.
Hao Phan
Southeast Asia Curator, NIU Libraries

											

continued on next page

Friends Funds Southeast Asia Collection Acquisitions cont’d
Some of the books costing over $100 acquired with funding provided by the Friends of the NIU Libraries:
Anderson, Eric Moltzau et al.
In the Shape of Tradition: Indigenous Art of the Northern Philippines
Hirosato, Yasushi (ed)
Political Economy of Educational Reforms and Capacity Development in Southeast Asia: Cases of Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam
Woodier, Jonathan
Media and Political Change in Southeast Asia: Karaoke Culture and the Evolution of Personality Politics
Thio, Li-ann and Kevin Y.L. Tan (ed)
Evolution of a Revolution: 40 Years of the Singapore Constitution
Morris, Rosalind C. (editor)
Photographies East: The camera and its histories in East and Southeast Asia
Tadiar, Neferti X.M.
THINGS FALL AWAY. Philippine historical experience and the makings of globalization
Thailand Public Health 2008-2009
O’Shaughnessy, Kate
Gender, State and Social Power in Contemporary Indonesia: Divorce and Marriage Law
Jacobsen, Frode F.
Hadrami Arabs in Present-Day Indonesia: An Indonesia-Oriented Group with an Arab Signature

A Note from NIU library’s Circulation department:
NIU Annuitants/retirees can contact Cliff Golden or Madelyn Nelson at the Circulation desk to have
your accounts updated to provide full library privileges for life. You must have I.D. and your Onecard. For more information contact Cliff Golden at 815-753-0343 or Madelyn Nelson at 815-7539846.
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Library Acquires 1962 World Science Fiction Convention Archive
I’m pleased to announce that Northern Illinois University has acquired the correspondence archives from
the World Science Fiction Convention (commonly called WorldCon) that was held in Chicago in 1962 as an
addition to our growing collection of Science Fiction and Fantasy Literature archives. WorldCon is where the
Hugo Award, the highest honor in SF literature, is voted upon by attendees and presented.
These archives document the behind-the-scenes workings of putting together a WorldCon, as well as the
interrelationships between SF authors, publishers, and their fandom in the 1960s. It also helps to solidify one of
the collecting areas our library focuses on, which is the Chicago-area SF community of writers, many of whom
would have attended this WorldCon.
The correspondence provides a snapshot of the science fiction literary movement at its height (as the names
of the authors included in the correspondence no doubt indicate).Theodore Sturgeon was the Guest of Honor
(which is akin to a lifetime achievement award of sorts), and Robert Heinlein won the Best Novel Hugo for
Stranger in a Strange Land.
Additional correspondents in the archive include Kingsley Amis, Charles Schulz, Ray Bradbury, Isaac Asimov,
Boris Karloff, Alfred Hitchcock’s staff (who provided a signed copy of a script for their auction), John W.
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Campbell Jr., Chicago Mayor Richard J. Daley, Hugh Hefner, Ed Wood, Kurt Vonnegut, Damon Knight,
Margaret Mead, Fred Pohl, Richard M. Powers, Hugo Gernsback, and many, many more.
Once the archives are fully processed, they will be made available to researchers in Rare Books and Special
Collections, where they will reside as part of the Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America (SFWA)
collection. A finding aid will be made available through our departmental website.
This acquisition was made possible through the generosity of the Friends of the NIU Libraries.
--Lynne M. Thomas
Curator, Rare Books and Special Collections

						

Announcements:

If you have books you’d like to donate to The Friends book sale at NIU Library, please contact Ginger Prothero (815) 753-9867.

Don’t forget to visit the Founders Cafe on the lower level of Founders Library!

Save These Dates:

September 2, 2009. Fall Faculty Wine Tasting from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. in Rare Books and Special Collection, 4th
floor Founders Memorial Library. Wine and cheeses by Inbodens of DeKalb, IL.
November 2009 (specific day and time TBA). Dr. Owen Muelder: “Slavery, Anti-Slavery, and the Underground Railroad.” Dr. Muelder is the author of The Underground Railroad in western Illinois.
April/May, 2010 (specifics TBA) 4th Annual Book Appraisal Fair.
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Digital Convergence Lab Begins Pilot Project
The new Digital Convergence Lab (DCL) will begin operations on a pilot basis in the Fall of 2009. The DCL will
gauge NIU faculty, staff, and students’ interest in using emerging digital technologies in teaching, learning,
research, and community engagement. Should a high demand for these technologies occur as anticipated,
the project’s developers will seek means by which to make the Lab a permanent fixture. Located in Founders
Library rooms 337, 338, and 340 (along the library’s east wall), the DCL invites the NIU community to explore
new ways of communication and sharing of traditional media (print, audio, video) with new media such as
digitized text and artifacts, graphics and animation, social networks, virtual environments, mobile devices,
video conferencing, serious games, and simulations.
The Lab will provide a place to explore and make connections with experts and partners, locate equipment
and facilities, and identify potential external resources for exciting new projects. The lab is supported by
professional staff and partners across NIU working together to achieve goals either at the DCL or at specialized
facilities elsewhere on campus. Among many other activities, the DCL will support experiential learning
projects that allow teams of students to harness new technologies for clients in the for-profit and non-profit
sectors.
Northern Illinois University Libraries’ Digitization Unit and eLearning Services are the Digital Convergence
Lab’s founding partners. They bring a unique mix of specialized skills and services to the DCL. The Digitization
Unit has compiled an impressive library of digitized historical documents and artifacts. eLearning Services
has worked with faculty and other content experts to produce more than 70 high quality online courses and
learning modules as well as creating a variety of other online services for educators, state governments,
associations, and industry. The partners are dedicated to establishing a new paradigm for university libraries
as a central repository for the communication tools of the 21st century.
NIU faculty and staff are encouraged to contribute their energy, enthusiasm, and expertise by affiliating with
the DCL and participating in its activities.
Drew VandeCreek

Fall 2009
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Friends of the NIU Libraries
Annual Meeting
Minutes
Thursday, July 9, 2009
Founders Library, Rare Books and Special Collections, 3:30 p.m.
Members Present:
Michael Spires, Lynne Thomas, Jerrold Zar, Ron Klein, Drew 					
VandeCreek, Gary Gresholdt, Patrick Dawson, Byron Anderson,
			
Mary Lincoln, Sharon Dowen, Linda Schwarz
Members Absent:

Kathy Wright, Anne Kaplan

The meeting was called to order at 4:00 p.m. by Drew VandeCreek, president.
1. The agenda was adopted without changes by unanimous consent.
2. The minutes of the May board meeting were not available.
3. Lynne Thomas announced upcoming programming for the Friends as outlined on the agenda. It was noted that the
wine-tasting event has been expanded to once per semester from once per year.
Due to a change in the interlibrary loan system used by the library, Friends members will need to call the ILL department
to be input into the system so they can take advantage of the borrowing privileges that accompany membership. Friends
can now elect to have materials delivered to a branch library if that is more convenient, instead of having to pick them up
at the circulation desk in Founders.
4. Treasurer’s Report. Byron Anderson reported that as of the end of May 2009, there was $332,982 in the endowment
fund. The expendable allocation for fiscal year 2010 was $13,658.04, and the expendable fund for the year stands at
$21,091.53.
5. Amendment of Bylaws. A bylaws change was announced in the call for the annual meeting. The proposed change
concerned the number of members on the Executive Committee, changing the text from “six members at large” to “no less
than 6, and no more than 10 members at large.” The proposed change was adopted by unanimous vote of the members
present.
6. Elections. The slate of at-large members was voted on en bloc. All at-large members proposed for election (Byron
Anderson, Jerrold Zar, Mary Lincoln, Linda Schwarz, Sharon Dowen) were elected by acclamation. Sharon Dowen was
elected treasurer by acclamation. Gary Gresholdt was elected secretary by acclamation.
Linda Schwarz was nominated as a candidate for vice-president/program chair, but declined the nomination. Ferald Bryan
self-nominated for the position and was elected by acclamation.
7. Next meeting. A suitable date for the next board meeting will be set by e-mail among the board members.
The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Michael Spires
Secretary
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Financial Summary Report
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Endowment Financial Summary Reports
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A Message from the Dean of Libraries
Funding for Libraries
Currently academic libraries in the United States and abroad are facing a crisis
in funding. Private institutions of higher education, which have traditionally
lived off endowments, have seen their endowment values evaporate. Even
Harvard University, with their historic high levels of funding for libraries is
feeling the pinch to the extent that there have been layoffs from the libraries
and restrictions placed on acquiring new materials. Domestically, as state
after state looks to balance their budgets, higher education and libraries have
become the focus of draconian cuts. Investment in education is slowing and
it may reach the point where we cannot catch up in the future. An example of
cuts to public universities is the University of California has enforced an 8%
reduction in salary for all university employees and is requiring 2 days unpaid
furlough per month of all university employees for fiscal year 2010. That translates to about a 10% reduction in
salary. Every state university in every state is facing similar difficulties.
Salaries and layoffs are not the only casualties in the current economic situation we find ourselves. Materials
budgets, which have remained stagnant without increased funding for years are being reduced at a time when
inflation continues to rise and increase the cost of print and online materials. These print and online materials
are at the basis of what is needed for researchers to do their work, scientists to make discoveries and art and
music be created - and, coincidently to bring grant income to the universities. When materials needed for
research cannot be secured, higher education and research and discovery are debilitated. I cite as an example
a study conducted in 2006 in partnership with the publisher Elsevier and the University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign. The question asked was what is the return on investment (ROI) to the university for money
invested in library materials. The study basically concluded that using the adopted ROI model and UIUC data
a return of $4.38 was achieved in grant income for every dollar invested in the library in 2006. However the
investment in libraries is diminishing.
Unfortunately we are part of the economic problem when it comes to the cost of library materials. For the
longest time, universities have supported researchers and scientists who engage in research. This research
often becomes an article in a journal or a monograph. To receive recognition for their work, and for the tenure
process, and to share discoveries in disciplines, this research is published by scholarly societies or by for profit
publishers. Often copyright is relinquished by the researcher/author, so in essence it is given away. Then,
university libraries at public and private higher education institutions have to purchase this back to make it
available for their patrons. Until and unless this process is changed for sharing scholarly works via open
content publishing and copyright is retained by the researcher/author, this circle of purchasing back research
will continue.
In the meantime, academic libraries have to look for innovative ways to supplement the reduced investment
through grant writing, purchasing and licensing as a consortia and sharing materials among ourselves. We
are also dependent upon the generosity of library champions, such as the Friends of the NIU Libraries who
recognize the need for investment into libraries for the success of the institution and its faculty, staff and
students. For that I am grateful to the Friends and hope that you will continue to generously support the
libraries in these difficult funding times.
Patrick Dawson
Fall 2009
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2009-2010 Friends of NIU Libraries
Board Members and Officers
Ron Klein (president)
Ferald Bryan (vice president, program chair)
Sharon Dowen (treasurer)
Gary Gresholdt (secretary)
Patrick Dawson (ex officio)
Lynne M. Thomas (Faculty & Program liaison)
Drew VandeCreek

Nancy D. Castle
Michael Spires
Anne Kaplan
Mary Lincoln
Linda Schwarz
Darrell Wiley
Jerry Zar
Byron Anderson

Thank you to our Life Members
(donating $1000.00 or more)
Adra Baker-Gallagher
Paul & Jean Burtness
Glen & Dawn Ericksen
Deborah Erickson
Glen & Jamie Gildemeister
Deanne Holzberlein
Samuel & Corinna Huang
E. Nelson & Marilyn S. James
William C. Johnson
Yvonne Johnson
Barbara & David Johnson-Wint
Harriet Kallich
Ron Klein
Mike Korcek
Judith M. Looney

Member Benefits:

Scott & Kathy Miller
William & Josephine Monat
Carla W. Montgomery
Charles & Mary Munroe
Todd & Joanne Nebel
James Block Pick
Ron & Barbara Provencher
Gordon Rasmussen
Lawrence Rast
Larry & Judy Sill
Sally Stevens
Peggy Sullivan
Rebekah Wilson
Arthur & Pat Young
Jerrold & Carol Zar

Receive a 10% discount on merchandise at the following stores:
-Ed Ripp Fine Art Books, Chicago
Receive a 15% discount on merchandise at the following online stores:
-Arcadia, (www.arcadiabooks.net)
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A new look for Rare Books and Special Collections!
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Friends of NIU Libraries
Founders Memorial Library
Northern Illinois University
DeKalb, IL 60115

Yes! I/We wish to join the Friends of NIU Libraries at the following level:

$1,000 or more Life Member
$500 Benefactor/Corporate
$100 Donor
$50 Family
$35 Individual
$10 Student (Must show ID)

Enclosed is a gift of $______________
		
(installment plans are available for large gifts)
Please charge to my
		
Visa		
MC		
Discover
Credit Card Number__________________________

Expiration Date______________________________

Signature__________________________________

Make checks payable to Friends of NIU Libraries
NIU also offers Payroll Deduction for faculty and staff

Mrs.		

Ms.			

Miss		

Mr. & Mrs.		

If a gift is in memory or in honor of someone, please include the purpose
and the name and address to which acknowledgement should be sent.

Mr.			

Would you like any of the following brochures?
Friends of NIU Library
Ensuring the Future Tress
Library Book Fund
Dr.			

Name_______________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________

City_________________________________________________________

)_______________________________________________

State/Zip Code________________________________________________
Telephone (

Email________________________________________________________

Other

Mail to: Friends of NIU LIbraries, Northern Illinois University, Dekalb, IL 60115-2868
Thank you for your support!

